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Message from our Rabbi 

 

Dear members of the Beit Sasson community, 

As we approach the Days of Repentance and Selichot and prepare to welcome a new year, I would 

like to pause for a moment and express my gratitude for the great privilege of being part of the Beit 

Sasson community, a community that is so much more than a place of prayer. It is a community of 

people, families, and friends who are connected through Torah, kindness, אהבת ישראל, and a deep 

sense of belonging. 

Rosh Hashanah invites us to reflect not only on the year that has passed, but also on the person we 

hope to become in the year ahead. In the Rosh Hashanah prayers, we say: “This is the day of the 

beginning of Your creation, a remembrance of the first day.” 

Each year, we are given a renewed opportunity to correct, to grow, to strengthen ourselves, and to 

choose what the next chapter of our lives will look like. 

Our Sages taught us: “One who comes to purify himself is helped from Above” (38 מסכת יומאb). 

We are not expected to do everything on our own. When we have true desire to change and grow, 

Hashem guides us along the way. But the first step begins with us, with our desire to improve, with 

a small decision to become better, more attentive, more patient, more generous, and more 

connected. 

The beginning of a new year gives us an opportunity to ask ourselves some simple, yet meaningful 

questions: 

Is there someone I can help? 

Is there someone I should reach out to and become closer to? 

Is there any kind of word that I have not yet said? 

Am I dedicating enough time to my family, my community, and my Torah learning? 

And am I making use of the abilities and strengths that Hashem has given me to bring more 

goodness into the world? 

A true community is built through the small moments. Through a kind word in shul, through caring 

about how another person is doing, through extending a helping hand to a family in need, through 

inviting someone to sit beside us, through a Torah class in which we learn together and through the 

ability to see not only ourselves, but also the person standing beside us. 

King Solomon taught us: “Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their 

efforts” (4:9 קוֹהֶלֶת). 



Our strength as a community comes from the fact that we do not walk alone. When we strengthen 

one another, one person’s joy becomes everyone’s joy, and one person’s difficulty becomes a 

responsibility that we all share. 

This year as well, our hearts and thoughts are with our brothers and sisters in Israel, with the 

soldiers of the Israel Defense Forces, and with all those who carry upon their shoulders the 

responsibility and concern for our people and our land. We pray for the safety and security of our 

soldiers, for the complete recovery of the wounded, for comfort for the bereaved families, and for 

the well-being and security of the people of Israel. 

We pray to Hashem to give the Jewish people strength, unity, and resilience, and that we merit to 

see days of security, peace, and tranquility in the Land of Israel. We carry with us the prayer of King 

David: “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem; may those who love you prosper. May there be peace 

within your walls, tranquility within your palaces” (6: 122תהילים 7- ). 

Yet alongside our prayers, the new year reminds us that we, too, have a role to play. We cannot 

always control what happens in the world, but we can choose how we respond to it. We can choose 

to bring greater unity instead of division, hope instead of despair, kindness instead of indifference, 

and faith instead of fear. 

My hope and blessing for all of us is that during the year 5787, we will continue to build a 

community in which every person feels seen, heard, and valued, a community where every 

individual knows that there is a place for them. 

A community where our children grow with a love of Torah and Judaism, where families find 

support and friendship, and where both young and old feel that they are part of one large family. 

May the coming year be a year in which we learn to see the goodness within ourselves and within 

others; a year in which we transform challenges into opportunities and turn our hopes into action. 

May the old year and its curses come to an end; may the new year and its blessings begin. 

May it be Hashem’s will that we all merit a good and sweet year, a year of health, happiness, 

prosperity, success, nachat, and peace of mind. A year of unity among the Jewish people, peace in 

the Land of Israel and throughout the world, and may we merit to see with our own eyes the words 

of the prophet: “I will bring them health and healing; I will heal them and reveal to them an 

abundance of peace and truth” (33:6 ירמיהו). 

Wishing you and your families a Shana Tova U’Metukah, 

 

Oren Simhi 

 


